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AlO - X Anuarul de istorie orala

From oral testimony to deposition. Two modalities for
assumption the past

In actual Romanian community, as in all former communist
communities, t here are l ots of debates r egarding t he co mmunist
past, not only to reveal it but also to assume, even if one supposes

the o ther. The i mportance of t his a ssuming r eveals s ignificances
that give other direction to all discourses about the communist past.

On these conditions oral history has a kind of ,,publicity” that
goesi nf ronto ft hea cademicp arto fh istorical d iscourses,
becoming p olitical, ethicali nt he processo f assumingt he
communist past. Oral testimony as present deposition in a justicial
process produces tensions b etween historians o f present time and
,memory of pain”.

The associations history-justice and testimony-deposition can
produce a ,,successful assumption of the past”, as P. Ricoeur stated,
when n egation and also the feeling of trustinnew rules could
permit a fruitful separation from the past. Justice as negation and
history a sa ssumption o f the past area bsolutely ne cessary.

The duty of testify is the highest and most complete form of
assumption as impartation, reconciliation, expiation.



AlO - X Anuarul de istorie orala

Ethics and Memory

What kind of memory do the younger g enerations need to
understand the current history in Romania? It is obvious that for the
Internet g eneration, emotional m emory would make little sense.
Informational memory, however, would appeal to them, and, since
itcould b e invested with et hical, m oral overtones,itco uld be
deployed for therapeutically rather than justifier purposes. Last but
not l east, perhaps a genuinely true memory to recommend to the
younger generations is resistance memory, which could become a
support for the ethical memory. This is not a mechanism or strategy
of captatio benevolentiae; young generations, not only in Romania
but a ll a cross Eastern Europe,needsucha clueand akey to
understanding the recent history of their countries.
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Katarzyna Madon, Piotr Filipkowski Memory and Oral History

Memoria si istoria orala
Experienta Centrului KARTA din Polonia

Existd mai multe modalititi prin care putem avea acces la
trecut sau ni-l putem apropia. Metoda cea mai legitimata este cea
academica, impreund cu toate tehnicile specifice prin care
naratiunile istorice devin stiintifice.

Dar existd si o altd metodd de a apropia trecutul recent de
prezent. Este vorba despre istoria orald. Lucrarea noastra fsi
propune sa indice modalitati de a intelege ca practicarea istoriei
orale ca stiintd intersecteaza benefic latura academica a istoriei si a
stiintelor sociale, prin apelul la tehnica interviului. Interviurile nu

sunt doar metode de a reconstitui evenimente externe, ci $i marturii
de ordin p ersonal, reconstruiri ale irepetabilului, ale experientelor
individuale unice. Astfel, in locul unui demers de a afla ,,adevarul”
despre trecut, istoricii oralisti se concentreaza inspre ce isi amintesc
intervievatii $i mai ales cum se face apel la memorie in scopul
reconstruirii propriului trecut. Sunt premisele de la care se pleaca in
cercetarile individuale si proiectele de cercetare ale Centrului Karta
din Polonia
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Life-story as a method for reconstruction the Self

Every life-story includes a history of ¢ hildhood, fascinated
for the listener. Anytime when we are confronted with the life-story
of a person, we are at the point to interogate ourselves. So, the first
step to understand ourselves and the Other is to know more about
others’ childhood.

The g oal of ther esearch w as studying the p atterns of
education in the families of Banat, during t hree g enerations. T he
first one includes subjects born during interwar, the second belongs
to 50’s and the third to 70’s and 80’s. Thus, it has to be mentioned
the eclecticism of the groups.

Three conclusions have to be drawn from the research: for
the f irst generation, a ni mportant patterni st hei ntercultural
education; the children were encouraged to learn foreign languages.
Interviews w ith t he second generationp uttolighta ,double”
strategy 1 n education: f or i nstance, within t he family t hey | isten
forbidden radio broadcasts (as ,,Europa Libera”), but in the same
time, children were forced to hide this activity and to deny it. As for
the third generation, itis evident that grandparents h ad the m ost
important part in educating children, being in most of the cases a
kind o f substitute for t he p arents. T hese ar e o nly few examples
regarding models of educating children in the families of Banat.
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Ioana Cosman Memoria fricii si a suferintei in lagar

Memory of fear and sufference in the camp.
Testimonies of the Shoah survivors

Fear was regarded as a complex and paradoxical feeling not
only by specialists in medical sciences butalso by s pecialists in
social sciences.

This s tudy aimst oa nalysea spectso f feari nt het he
testimonies of't he S hoah survivors. I ti sa bout common fear
(generated by the threat and d anger) and al so about pathological
fear (generated by the post-traumatic stress).

The research is based on some testimonies of the survivors of
the Nazi camp: Edith Fiilop, Eva Kondas, Tudith V arodi, Marta si
Robert Marmor. O ur study is structured o n f our s ections: ,, The
feeling of insecurity and fear before deportation”, ,,Sufference, fear
and dehumanizing”, ,,Hope and surviving”, ,, The consequences of
the camp: trauma of survival”.

As a conclusion, it is not exagerated to state that the life of
the survivors remains a permanent confrontation to one’s own past
and the survival itself becomes sometimes a real trauma.
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1945 in Maramures:
The memory of place between history and narration

This oral history study continues to tell a story told by the old
inhabitants of a village nearby the border to Ukraine. According to
this story, after their returning from deportation, in 1945, a group of
jews were killed by ,,bandits” nearby the border, in a place named
Copilagsu. As a revenge, the jews from Sighetu Marmatiei
promissed to kill a 250 local Ukrainians for every jew killed before.
This statement determined the intervention of Militia.

According t o t he facts, some q uestions are still unsolved:
Who were t he ,, bandits”? How weret he j ews g atheredint he
village? How did they know they were shot in Copilasu? Etc.
Anyway, itwas av ery difficult p eriod o f time according to the
border and to the regime and the story needs to be veryfied and
researched for the present answers are not sufficient. Still, it is a
testimony about the oppresion nearby the border in the N-W part of
Romania.
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The combatants’ vocabulary in the war of Afghanistan
(1979-1989) between communication and identity

During the p rocess o f co mmunication between the Soviet
combatants i t w as used a co nventional language, cal led afghan
lexicon. This m ilitary i diom g enerated s yncretisms: t erms f rom
army, literature, jail, afghan words were mixed to specific mother
tongue, g enerating a n alternative | anguage n aminga s ymbolic

reality k nown only by the co mbatants. O ther forms o f | anguage,
even the pejorative one coexisted.

Russian | anguage, the m ain m ean of co mmunication i nt he
Soviet army was doubled by the mother tongues of the combatants.
Thus, auniverse o f cancellation w as built up. Even the process o f
studying t he native | anguage of t he a ntagonists o ccurred i specific
situations.

Ion Xenofontov
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Miths and symbols in collective memory regarding resistance
against communism

Regarding this theme we used interviews with witnesses and
adherents to the groups against communism formed nearby Huedin:
,Capota-Dejeu”, ,,Teodor Susman”, ,,Cross and Sword” located in
the the archive of the Oral History Institute of Cluj-Napoca.

The temptation for studying miths and symbols is justified by
their o ccuring i n history, as suring ¢ ontinuity andar ich social
experience.

This theme b ecomes necessary in order to be aware ofthe
threat o f e stablishing false m yths into historiography in order t o
give the impression of resistance even where it was no resistance at
all. The miths of Hero, Savior and American Savior are some of the
most a ppealed m yths i n historiography a nd a Iso t he symbols of
mountain, f orest as sacred s paces a re u sually r ecalledi nt he
testimonies.



Gela Benchea Sarbatori urbane in memoria colectiva

City celebration in collective memory.
The celebration of the Revolution of Blaj (1900-2000)

Ours tudyt riest oan alyzet he spaceo fB lajas a n
intersection of epoques and mentalities, hving in mind the moment
of 1848. The first significance of Blaj is alterated by the communist
festivism, instead o f the joy, happiness and true patriotism b efore
communist regime.

The interviewersr ecalledt he at mosphere o fp atrotic
feelings be fore c ommunism pe riod and, s adly, a Isot he f alse
sentiments after communists took away the celebration.
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Sanziana Preda Imaginea populatiei majoritare

The Image of Majority in the Collective Memory of the Czechs
from Banat. Dimensions of Cohabitation

Our aim is to reveal the modalities of referring to the Other,
the R omanian, from t he local C zechs ( ,,pemi” in Banat co unty)
point of view, taking into consideration multiple perspectives: way
of living, language, symbols, marriage, music etc. We also tried to
answer to a difficult q uestion: are t here s ome p ersonal o pinions
regarding the Romanians or some patterns applied in the family and
community regardingt he m ajorityo f the population,t he
Romanians? Our research s tates t hatt here i s r athera “moving
portrait” acc ording t o g eneration, g ender, h abitat, p rojects, | ife
stories etc.
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Qualifications ““ good”/’bad”, *“ diligent”/”lazy”, * civilized”/
“rude” a Ithough “condemned” b y r ural | aws (that i mpose only
description not e valuations) are present in the discourses we were
confronted with.

Our research aimed to identify the type of the discourse that
reconstructs the i mage o f the R omanian: the s tory-teller has a
fluency or needs moments to “chose” words, he/she feels happy to
tell the story or he/she hesitates, the memories are “selected” or not
etc. The “Other” is a reality person or community who is referred to
appealingt o imaginary. What we obtaini si ts image/re-
presentation, simultaneously a nchored 1n r eality a nd i magination,
minimizing or maximizing its s ignificance ac cording the point o f
view the interviewee is talking to. In any way, the banality about
the Romanians/”pemi” is refused for the representations are full of
symbols and significances.
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